Distance no object if course fits the bill

INTERMATIONAL STUDENTS
Andrew Baxter finds
that, despite the extra
costs, travel still
broadens the mind

Six monthe bedore even recaiving
his admission offer [rom Lancas-
ter University Maoagement
Schiool. Sanjay Goel Tegan ensur-
iIng his daughter Dhwani, now
nine, and son Armaan, five,
would be mentally prepansl for
him being sway from home for
the best part of o yenr,

In September. Mr Goel, a
F-yearold engineer from Delhi,
joined a cohort of 77 on the UK
schonl's ong-year MBA - pro-

The hassles of Intermational
mravel and absences fram home
@ mot soem fo detor potemtlal
business schoel students i they
fesl that the experience adds
valee for them - indeed wvistting
foreign countriss is one of the hig
attractions for some participants.

Ao Glaguinto, & 3-year-old
anchitect with hizs own Turin-
besed company, b on  the
18-manth EMBA progmamme Bt
ESCP-EAP Ewropean Sclwal af
Managerment. Already, he has
hed spells of up to & week In
Faris, in Bruséels for a thematic
seminar on the Europsan Unboay,
and Shanghai for a maduale on
pmerging markets. Coming up
next year are spalls in Austin,
Tewas, fo study themes around
the new economy. and the
school’s Madrid campus.

“I really like to see these
places, and it's a very good
oppoctinity Lo share free time
with the peopls vou are dolbg

- jour EMBA with.™ says Mr
* diaguinto.

Both be and Mr Goel could
kave attemded schools in their
home countries, but had reassnsg
for preferring to go akeoacl.

Indian business schools did not

wark out for Mr Goel, efther
exparienca

because

Was 4 majr requiremsnt - he
hiig spent almost all his working
life =t Baja) Aute. the big Tndian

Travel hassles do not
seem to deter
potential students if

they feel that the
experience adds value

motoreycle manofacturer - or
becanse only very fow candidatos
apad above 35 were actepled.
As for everseas aptions, the US
wis discounted because most of
its MBA courses last two years
At 35, Mr Goal felt that both the
acinal and opportunity costs

would be too high. =1 really
wanted 8 one-year course” he
SayE

He looksd at two schools in
Singapore, but both wen special-
ised mather than focusing on gen-
eral manapement. which is what
ha folt he peeded to pmable him
10 move on 1o Mpger thinge.

“I had tried approaching other
compandes in Indes, bl the prod-
Iem was that [ didnt have an
MBA, [ was an engineer,” he
says, Eventually his cholco par-
rowed down to two scloeols (n the
K

Mr Gisquinto sppreciates the
diversity of his cohort, in which
5 nationalities are represented.
~A8 an architect it s very impor-
tant for me to get to koow peopla
with different ifestyles and fom
different cultures.” he sava.

with classmates from India and
Ghane have helped him locato
polential new business there. he
says. He iz even doing a project
for one of his classmates.

While travel was & premeguksite
of the progromme for Mr
Giaguinte, for Mr Goel I was
more 3 case of peiting Bim to a
school whose programme suited
him well. “To go further, into
mnnagerin] positions, 1 needed a
lot of “soft skillg', and the Laneas.
ter MBA has g foous on personal
development — the ‘mindiul man-
ager” model runs through the
course, emphazising personal
skllls and team working,” he
says. Three hands-an peojects,
including a consultiney assiEn-
ment for a small local company,
were an added atiraction.

Both men fea] thelr nvestment
has besn money well spent. Mr
Gioguinto 5 using about
E45,000-E50,000 of hiz own money,
with travel accounting for up to
E15.000 and the rest going on the
MBA programme snd 8 year-long
Genesal Management Programme
that preceded it, underaken at
ESCP-EAP's London campus.

“It's good wvalue, and with the
Job 1 am daing [for the class

maka]; | am already repaying the
oogt,” be says "By th end of the
18 months, | will have repaid tha
ol cost, iF everything poes in the
direction it is going now.~

Mr Goel's allin cost, including
twn refurn flights between India
and the UK, 13 about 22000, He
is using his own savings and bor-
rowing from friends and family —
=1 did oot want to mortgage the
house to do this.” he save

Although less tham three
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minths Into the ool be says
it is giving him all he hoped for
aml even pointing the way io
new options for the future, such
ac starting his own business,

Ha is mlioved, too, that it was
always his plan (o return fo I
to develop his career further
Half the class are from 1adia, he
says, but with the econcmic
domniurn, “things are very bad
for those who wanted to seck
job= In the UK™.



